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SUBJECT: WASHINGTON POST JULY 30 ACOCA STORY ON 
SECRETARY'S DISCUSSION WITH KING 

HEREWITH IS TEXT OF STATEMENT VOLUNTEERED BY DEPARTMENT 
SPOKESMAN AT REGULAR PRESS BRIEFING JULY 30: 

WE DO NOT USUALLY DISCUSS THE CONTENTS OF OFFICIAL, 

PRIVATE CONVERSATIONS WITH LEADERS OF OTHER GOVERNMENTS, 
BUT THE STORY FROM MADRID IN THIS MORNING'S WASHINGTON 
POST CONTAINS A HIGHLY INACCURATE ACCOUNT OF THE SECRETARY'S 
CONVERSATIONS WITH THE SPANISH KING AND OF US ATTITUDES 
AND POLICY TOWARD SPAIN. 

WE HAVE ALWAYS TAKEN THE POSITION THAT IT IS UP TO THE 
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SPANISH GOVERNMENT TO DECIDE THE PACE AND THE EXACT NATURE 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


OF CHANGES IN SPANISH INSTITUTIONS. 

IT IS NOT TRUE THAT THE SPANISH KING WAS TOLD THAT IT 

WAS NOT NECESSARY FOR THE SPANISH TO RUSH INTO A BREAK WITH 

THE FRANCO INSTITUTIONS (WHATEVER THAT MEANS). 

WE HAVE PUBLICLY AND PRIVATELY TAKEN THE POSITION FOR 
SOME TIME THAT WE FAVOR A STRENGTHENING OF MODERATE 
POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS IN SPAIN AND MOVES WHICH THE 
SPANISH GOVERNMENT HAS ANNOUNCED TOWARD THE CREATION OF 
DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONS. 

THE QUESTION OF LEGALIZING THE COMMUNIST PARTY IS AN 
INTERNAL MATTER FOR THE SPANISH GOVERNMENT TO DECIDE AND 
THAT IS THE POSITION WE HAVE ALWAYS TAKEN. HOWEVER. IN OUR 
JUDGMENT IT WOULD BE ABSURD TO MAKE LEGALIZATION OF A 
PARTY DEDICATED TO AUTHORITARIAN PRINCIPLES A LITMUS TEST 
AS TO WHETHER OR NOT DEMOCRATIZATION IS TAKING PLACE. 

I CAN ALSO FLATLY DENY THAT THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
SUPPORTS OR HAS BEEN HELPING TO FINANCE THE FORMATION OF A 
CENTER RIGHT PARTY. THE UNITED STATES IS NOT SUPPORTING 
ANY PARTICULAR PARTY IN SPAIN AND OUR STATEMENTS HAVE BEEN 
LIMITED TO GENERAL SUPPORT FOR STRENGTHENING OF THE MODER- 
ATE POLITICAL SPECTRUM. UNITED STATES ECONOMIC RELATIONS 
WITH SPAIN ARE A MATTER OF PUBLIC RECORD AS IS OUR 
WILLINGNESS TO HELP SPAIN WITH ITS ECONOMY. 

NO NEW COMMITMENTS WERE MADE DURING THE KING'S VISIT AND 
THERE WAS NO SUGGESTION FOR THE UNITED STATES TAKING 
MEASURES "TO MAKE UP AT LEAST TEMPORARILY FOR SPAIN'S LACK 
OF FREER ACCESS TO WESTERN EUROPEAN MARKETS". 

SPAIN'S RELATIONSHIP WITH THE COMMON MARKET IS A MATTER 
FOR DECISION BETWEEN THE MEMBERS OF THAT ORGANIZATION AND 
THE SPANISH GOVERNMENT. WE HAVE LONG FAVORED A CLOSER 
RELATIONSHIP OF SPAIN WITH THE COMMON MARKET AND NATO. THAT 
GENERAL POSITION WAS MADE CLEAR IN OUR CONVERSATIONS. WE 
BELIEVE THAT THE POSITIONS WE HAVE TAKEN ARE IN GENERAL 
PARALLEL TO THOSE OF OUR WESTERN EUROPEAN FRIENDS WHO HAVE 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 03 STATE 189553 

ALSO EXPRESSED SYMPATHY AND SUPPORT FOR THE KING AND THE 
DEMOCRATIC EVOLUTION IN SPAIN. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS WILL FOLLOW ON WIRELESS FILES. KISSINGER 
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